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EXTRACT FROM A SERMON ON THE UNITY OF 
GOD. BY REV. S. C. THACHER, 


Iw our last we gave from this sermon a 
statement, in part, of that doctrine which is 
called the doctrine of the Trinity “ a word, 
you remember, not found in the sacred scrip- 
tures, and indeed not invented till long after 
the birth of Christ. Our brethren mean 
something more by it than I have yet stated 
te you. Besides the doctrine that the na- 
ture of God comprebends three perfectly dis- 
tinct, supreme, and self-existent Persons, 
they make the enormous addition of suppo- 
sing that one of these persons possesses a Hu- 


‘man as well as a Divine nature—is at the 


same time perfect God and perfect man—at 


‘one and the same moment, the infinite, eter- 


nal, unchangeable Jehovah, and a frail, fee- 


‘ble, and imperfect mortal like ourselves! | 


fear, my friends, that some of you, who have 
not much attended to this subject, may think 
that this representation cannot be accurate, 
and that it is impossible any should think the 

find sucha theory as this in the Bible whic 

You may ask, whether 
it is possible that any one can suppose, that 


‘ifa doctrine like this were the true doctrine, 
‘our Lord wouid have made the solemn decla. 


ration in our text, of the Unity of God, with- 
out the slightest qualification of its meaning. 
When the great object of Judaism had been 
‘o secure the worship of the only living and a 
true God, when such heavy denunciations had 
been uttered against every appearance of 
idolatry, would the introduction of two new 
objects of worship, seemingly at least so in- 
consistent with this great truth, have drawn 
from our Lord no word of explanation? In 
the whole course of his preaching would he 
have given no hint of such a doctrine ?— 
When be gives us so many examples of pray- 
er. would they all have been directed to his 
father alone? Would all his numerous and 
express precepts for prayer, to, have led us 
to the same object alone, and in the same 
name, or aé the disciples merely of his Son? 
Then, too, if he were really existing on the 


‘earth in a Double nature, would he have nev- 
‘er given the slightest intimation of it ? would 


ree memes at Se ween — 


ee 


neither he nor his apostles have ever hinted 
that any one thing was said or done by him, 
in his nature as Almighty God, and others, 
in his nature as a mere man? would they 
have uniformly, through the New Testament, 
spoken of himas a distinct being anda dis- 
tinct person from his father, without the least 
caution or limitation ? Would he have declar- 
ed, that hic father was greater than he? that 
of himself he could do nothing, that his doc- 
trine was not his own, but his that sent him— 
that he was ignorant of the day of judgment—- 
that he was the ambassador of his father—that 
he was his minister—that he obeyed him—was 
taught by him-—-was anointed by him—-re- 
ceived all his authority, fulness or gufficiency 
from him 2 ard finally would it be said, that 
he is to deliver up his kingdom to God even 
the Father, that he alone may be all in all ?-- 
would such representations as these be given 
in every page of the New Testament, leading 
as they evidently do, necessarily to such con- 
clusions, and not one word of caution be given 
to us, not a syllable of explanation or com- 
ment—not a line to guard us from an error, 
which, it is said, is fatal to our eternal sal- 
vation ? * Hadst thou,’? we may say in the 
language of the venerable Watts, ‘* hadst 
thoa informed me gracious Father, in any 
place of thy word, that thy divine doctrine is 
not to be understood by men, and yet they 
were required to helieve it, | would have 
subdued all my curiority to faith. But I can- 
not find that thou hast any where forbid us to 
understand it or to make these inquiries— 
thou hast called the poor, the ignorant, the 
mean and the foolish things of this world to 
the knowledge of thyself, and thy Son. But 
how can such weak creatures ever take in so 
strange, so difficult, so abstruse a doctrine ? 
in the explanation, and defence of which mul- 
titudes of men, even men of learning and pi- 
ety, have lost themselves io infinite subtilties 
of cisputes and endless mazes of darkness.’’—~ 
And can this strange and perplexing notion 
be so necessary and important a part of 
Christian doctrine, which, in the Old ana, 
New Testament, is represented as so plain 
and easy, even to the meanest understand- 








ings ? | should not be surprised, therefore, t/, 
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in considering these things, some of you, who 
have taken your christianity only from the bi- 
ble, should suppose, that the representation | 
kave given of the doctrine of the Trinity 
must be a mistaken one-~and that it is impos: 
sible any should be found who really believe 
that our Lord’s declaration in the text, of the 
Unity of Ged, means in fact, that the divine 
nature comprehends three distinct, supreme, 
self-existent persons, one of them possessing 
at the same time, the nature of a man, and 
the natore of the eternal God. 

But this is the exact doctrine I do assure 
vou, fori should abhor myself, if 1 could, in 
the least exaggerate it. Itis this and nothing 
e!se—and is it an inexpiable crime not to find 
this doctrine in the holy scriptures ? And do 
we deny the Lord who bought us, if we are 
unable to understand and preach it? And 
have we forfeited our christianity, nay, our 
integrity as men, because we have not so 
learned and so preached Christ ? Will this 
accusation. be repeated hy our brethren, 
think you, when we all stana together before 
the judgment seat of Christ? O far! far 
rather would I appear before my Judge, at 
that solemn hour, with ail the accamulated 
errors and absurdities which the human mind 
in its most pitiable weakness has ever engen 
dered, than with the tremendous responsibil. 
ity of having made such charges as these 
against my brethren, on light and insufficient 
grounds.” 


So | 


Some of the less wise among Trinitarians, 
(and the number is larger than is generally 
thought,) unable to comprehend the subtil- 
ties by which the wiser attempt to avoid the 
obvious inference from their doctrine, do re- 
ally believe that GOD actually died upon 
the cross. What an irrational as well as 
shocking idea this is ! I should as soon think 
of teaching the people, that on ‘ the great 
dark day,’ (which bas never been very sat- 
isfactorily accounted for,) the sun left his 
place in the centre of our system, and was 
extinguished on earth in a rush-light; as to 
teach them that the Almighty ever left his 
‘unspeakable glory in the heavens’, and died 
as a man. 

What a pity it is, that Trinitarians persist 
in the use of language, which leads some to 
believe an absolute impossibility, (for God 
cannot,die ;) and obliges thcse, who would 
escape this obvious inference from the doc- 





trine of the Trinity, to résort to subtilties anp 
mystery. 
—O4+o— 


MYSTERY! MYSTERY! 


Tue term mystery, as used by the advo- 
cates for reputed orthodoxy is a very con- 
venieut cloak. When we object to those 
doctrines which are termed in the language 
of the party, the fundumental doctrines of 
Christianity, that they cannot be explained 
30 as to be understood, we are told “ that we 
must believe them notwithstanding ; that they 
are mysterious ; that as they are contained 
inthe book of God, we must believe them, 
or we are in danger of perishing everlast- 
ingly. ‘That reason has nothing to do but 
receive unhesitatingly the revelation which 
God has given, aud to be satisfied with “its 
contents.” 

But we ask is Mystery Revelation ? Is Rev- 
elaticn Mystery? If this be affirmed, then 
of what ase is the word revelation. Would 
it not have been better, to have called the 
New Testament a Divine Mystery, instead of 
a Divine Revelation ; and to have read, the 
“ Mystery of Jesus Christ, which God gave 
unto him, by which his servants might be 
puzzled,” instead of the present reading of 
Rev. i. 1, ? 

We believe, and we rejoice in the belief, 
that the Gaspel is a revelation, that it is 
LIGHT, that by it the things which were be- 
fore covered, hidden, mysterious, are now 
made plain, so much so, that we may repeat 
to all Christians our Lord’s question, “ Why 
of your ewnselves judge ye not what is right?” 

The Gospel is a reve/ation from God, of his 
mind and will, suited to the state and condi- 
tion of those to whom it was given. If a 
revelation, it cannot be a mystery. A mystery 
is something hidden, covered, unrevealed ; 
but the moment ¢hat which was a mystery is 
revealed, that moment the mystery ceases.— 
The apostle says:(Eph. i. 9.) “ Having made 
known unto us the mystery of his will.””— 
Again he says, (Eph. iii, 4.) ‘* When ye read 
ye may understand my knowledge in the mys- 
tery of Christ.” He farther says of thia 
mystery (Col. i. 25, 26.) “ Whereof I am 
made a minister, according to the dispensa- 
tion of God, which is given to me for you; 
the mystery whicl: had been hid from ages 
and from genera tious, but now is made mani- 
fest to his saints.” He calls this mystery 
and the glory of it, the Gospel dispensation 
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which had been committed to bim to minister 
to the Gentiles; and explains ‘ully, by the 
following expression, what it is; “ that the 
gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the 
same body, and partakers of God’s promise 
in Christ, by the Gospel.”»—Eph. chapter iii. 
throughout. 

This appears to be the mystery mentioned 
in the New Testament, and which the apostle 
has explained to the meanest capacity. Had 
mankind abided by the plain and simple 
Gospel, such as it was left by Jesus and his 
apostles, we should never have known any 
of those dogmas which now assume not only 
the name of Christian doctrines, but are im 
pesed upon the world as the very essential 
and fundamental doctrines of Christianity ; 
but for which we search in vain, in the 
instructions of our Great Master, andi: the 
sermons preached by his apostles, which are 
recorded by Luke in the book of Acts, and 
by which both Jews and Gentiles were con- 
verted to Christianity. 

We trust the time is fast approaching, when 
men will generally renounce the system of 
mystery, and follow the revelation of God. 

Christian Reflector. 


— —+ oo 
A comparison of Evidence respecting Unita- 
rianism and Trinitarianism. 

Tose passages in the New Testament, in 
which the Farser is styled ong, or ONLY 
Gop, are in number 17. 

Those passages where he is styled Gop, 
absolutely, by way of eminence and supremacy, 
are in number 320. 

Those passages where he is styled Gop 
with peculiarly high titles and epithets or at- 
tributes, are in number, 105. 

Those passages wherein it 1s declared that 
all prayers and praises ought to be offered to 
Him, and that every thing ought to be ulti 
mately directed to His honor and glory, are 
in number 90. 


Passages wherein the Son is declared, 
positively and by the clearest implication, to 
be SUBORDINATE TO THE PATHER, deriving 
his being from Him, receiving from Hm his 
divine power, and acting in all things whollu 
according to the will of the Father, are in 
number, above 300. 

Jesus Christ is 85 times called the Son of 
man, and still further, he is about 70 times 
called a Man. 

Of 1300 passages in the New Testament, 
wherein the word of God is mentioned, not 





ons of them expresses or necessarily implies 
a plurality of persons. 

Now let us see how the case will stand, by 
drawing a parallel of like authority from 
Scripture in favor of the Trinity. 

Texts, wherein God is spoken of as three 
distinct equal persons or Beings, and yet but 
one Being or person,—not one. . 

Texts, io which God is spoken of as three, 
and yet but one, but affording no authority 
as to their perfect equality, are in number, 
one. (1 Epistle of John, 5 Chap. 7 verse.) 
And this only one is proved by Sir Isaac 
Newton, Professor Porsuo, Griesbach, and 
other learned men, to be spurious; and is 
now generally admitted to be so, by all par- 
ties. 

Texts, in which it is argued that the three 
Persons of the Trinity are spoken of, are in 
number one. (Matt. xxviii. 19.) And this . 
Text is wholly silent as to the requisite dis- 
tinction of their perfect equality and perfect 
uaity. Yet insufficient as it evidently is, it 
isthe only text, that can be adduced which 
is, In any sense, capable of being admitted 
as a parallel with the many hundred plain 
passages in favor of the Unity of Goce, 

Is it not almost incredible that, in this 
amazing and endless controversy, nearly all 
the testimony which is direct and intelligi- 
ble, should appear to stand on one side 
only ? Looking at the number of texts as fa- 
voring the doctrine of the Trinity, and the 
defective evidence of even these, when. com- 
pared with the number and weizht of those 
the Bible affords to uphold the Unitarian 
faith, surely they may be said scarcely to ap- 
pear as dust in the balance. 

Grundy’s Lectures. 

Nore. We do not say that Trinitarians produce 
but one text in support of their doctrine, for we know 
they allege many in which they see proof of the Deity 
of the Son, and a fewin support of the personality and ° 
deity of the Holy Spirit ; but we say that Matt. xxviii. 
19. is the only text in which the three persons of the 
Trinity are spoken of. 

4+ 

Controvertists of al! sects generally af- 
firm that their only object is TRUTH.— 
This too often means no more than that the 
defence of that system of doctrines, which 
they believe to be true, is their only object. 
‘* But there is a wide difference between de- 
fending a particular system previously assum- 
ed as true, and pursuing truth independently 
of system,—a differenze, which will matert- 
ally affect the manner, in which a man states 
bis own arguments, and views the arguments 
of others.” 
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THE REFORMATION, 
(FROM DR, BANCROFT’S SERMONS.) 


To the reformation, appeals are often 
made ; the principles and doctrines of the re- 
formers are frequently quoted as authority ; 
aod some vrobabiy talk zealously on this sub- 
ject who do not fully understand it. A suc- 
cinct history of that important event, 1 con. 
ceive must be generally instructive and use- 
ful, if composed in a manner suited to the 
pulpit, and adapted to the minds of a mixed 
audience. Relying on your candor, this task 
I shall attempt. 

Before we enter on this extensive subject, 
however, [ would premise one general ob- 
‘servation, to prevent cepsorivus judgment 
respecting those who differ from us in their 
ecclesiastical constitutions and their forms of 
public worship. We have an unquestionable 
right to place the corruptions and abuses of 
all denominations in the strongest light, that 
they may be avoided; but we have no au 
thority to judge and condemn the persons of 
men. Tobis own master every servant must 
account. Christianity was designed to be an 
universal religion; and in its constitution and 
general principles it is fitted for this purpose. 
The Divine Author left nations and commu- 
nities of men at liberty to adapt external 
forms to the state of society, to the nature of 
civil government, and to the general im- 
provement of particular ages and countries. 
In every communion, the sincere worshipper 
willbe accepted. Indeed, no individaal of 
the human family, as I verily believe, is ne. 
cessarily excluded from the acceptable ser- 
vice of his Maker; ard without sincerity no 
one will findacceptance. Hear the language 
of an enlightened and liberal divine of the 
Raglish Church on this point.. “ Though 
your Church was pure, without spot or im- 
perfection, yet tf your heart is not turned to 
God, the worship is hateful, and the prayers 
are an abomination, The homage of the 
darkest Pagan, worshipping he knows. not 
what, but still worshipping the unknown pow- 
er that fermed him—if he bows with bumility, 
if he praises.with gratitude, his homage. will 
ascend grateful to heaven; while the dead, 
careless formality .of prayer, offered up in the 
proudest Christian temple, shall be rejected 
as an offering unholy. For, think. vou that 
the Almighty esteems names and sects ? No: 
it is the heart that he requires; itis the 
heart alone that he accepts ; aud much conso- 


mind of man. We may be very ignorant in 
spiritual matters, if the ignorance cannot be 


may not know in what words to clothe our 
desires in prayer, or where to find ianguage 
worthy of being presented to the Majesty of 
Heaven. But amidst the ciouds that sur- 
round us, here is our comlort—io every na- 
tion he that worshippeth in humility, worship- 
peth aright: he that praiseth with gratitude, 
praiseth well. The pride of establishments 
may despise him, but the wisdom and the 
righteousness of Heaven will hear and ap- 
prove him.” 

i shall first consider the primitive state of 
the Christian Church. 

We cannot conceive ofa system more pure 


‘and spiritual than the religion of Jesus Christ, 


The: 


as itis found in the New Testament. 
instructions of the gospel are fitted to elevate 
the minds of men by the knowledge of truths 
the most important: its precepts are calcu- 
lated to purify their affections, and in the 
best manner to regulate their practice; and 
its general influence is great and powerful 
to form them to the requisite disposition for the 
highest intellectual and mora! enjoyments of 
which their natures are capable. The doc- 
trines of the Christian revelation, by teaching 
usthe goodness and the mercy of our God, as- 
suring a pardon.o the penitent sinner, giving 
the promise of divine - favour to all who do 
the divine will, and opening to our expecta- 
tions the glories of immortality. furnish the 
most persuasive motives to the cullivation of 
the spirit, and to the exercise of the graces 
which the gospel inculcates.. The positive 
institutions and external ceremonies appointed 
by Jesus Christ are few in number, simple 
in their nature, easy of observance, and mural 
in their tendency. 

The ecclesiastical polity established by our 
divine Lord is fully adapted to the purpose of 
his reign. Christ declares that his kingdom is 
not of this world. His religion intermeddles 
not, with the concerns .of civil government 
any further than its influence extends to form 
men. to purity of character, and. to. induce 
them faithfully to execate their duty in the 
relations they sustain... It does not invade the 
province of the civil ruler ; nor does it permit 
human authority arbitrarily to. define its doc- 
trines,.to propogate its truths by,the sword, 
or to enforce its peculiar laws by human 
sanctions. Its privileges are granted to all, 
and each individual is accountable to God, 





lation does this aflord_to the contemplative ! 





andto God only, for their improvement, But 


removed, and yet may be very safe-—We- 
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my particular design, under this branch of 


our subject, is, to state the condition of the 
priesthood, aed to describe the form of eccle. 
siastical government, as these existed in. the 
days of the apostles, Two systems can 
scarce differ more from each other, in these 
respects, than the Christian Church,.in the 
times ofthe apostles, differs from the Church 
of Rome, at the commencement of the refor 
mation. 

The general method pursued by the apos- 
tles and evangelists, in the establishment of 
our religion, seems to have been this :—They 
first passed through Gentile countries, preach- 
ing the gospel, and performing miracles, in 
proof of their divine mission; and all who 
were endued with spirilual gifts were employ- 
ed in propagating the Christian faith, and in- 
structing those who were disposed to receive 
the word of life. Oa a second journey, as many 
of the proselytes to Christianity as could con- 
veniently attend on the public institutions of 
the gospel, in ove place, were formed into 
distinct congregations and Churches Church 
and cungregation in primitive times, meaut 
the same society ; and particular pastors 
were ordained to «fficiate in the worship and 
instruction of the Lord’s day — New converts 
needed much instroction; aud ministers were 
often interrupted in their official labours, by 
persecution, and other causes peculiar to that 


) period: more than one pastor, therefore, was 
) frequently appointed in the same Church.— 
) Bat there is, I. believe, no proof from the 
' New Testament, that the apostles. instituted 
> more than one order of ministers, or that one 
) minister was invested with more power than 


> another. 


The Greek terms generally used 


) by the sacred writers, to designate the official 


character of a minister, are, Episkgpos and 
Presbuteros. In English, Bishop and Elder. 
One of these titles, we are told, was taken 
from the nature and duties of the ministerial 
office, and the other, from respect to the pro- 
fession ; : both are. descriptive of the same 
officer, and are indiscriminately used when bis 
office and duties are defined... Two or three 
passages from the Acts -of the, Apostles, and 
from the epistles of St. Paul and St. Peter, 
will be sufficient to support this remark. . In 


) Acts (xx. 17) we read that Paul from Miletus 


sent to Ephesus, and called the Eiders of the 
Church. In this -place, the. Greek .word is 
presbulerouss:. in his address to these Charch 


officers, when convened,: Paul-exhorts them, 
(verse 28)—* Take heed therefore unto yoar- 
selyes, and to all the flock over. which the’ 


Holy Ghost has made you overseers.’’ Here 
the Greek is episkopous, bishops. No one can 
possibly doubt that these terms here refer to 
the same men, and thatin the same commu- 
nication they are denominated Elders aud 
Bishops. In Titus i. 5, we are informed that 
Titus was left at Crete, to set in order the 
things that were wanting, and to ordain Elders 
in every city. .In the subsequent verses, we 
have a description of the qualifications of 
the Christian minister. “A Bishop must be 
blameless,’ gc. The usual Greek words 
are used in these passages—Presbuleros and 
Episkopos, Elder ana Bishop. Elder and 
Bishop, therefore in the language of St. Paul, 
mean the same Church officer. ‘To our pres- 
ent purpose | will cite one passag> from the 
first epistle of Peter, (v. 1.)—‘ The Elders, 
(Presbuterous) among you, | exhort.” And 
the exhortation immediately follows, (verse 
2)—** Feed the flock of God which is among 
you, taking the oversight thereof.” In Greek, 
episkopountes, that is, periorming the duties of 
Bishops. ‘This passage proves that Peter, as 
well as Paul, considered an Elderand a Bish- 
op to be the sane officer, and their duties to 
be ove and the same. 

Where is tlre authority found in the New 
Testament for the different orders of Christ- 
jan ministers which are now constituent 
parts of many ecclesiastical establishments ta 
Christendom? More especially, what author- 
ity can be derived from the directions of the 
apostles, or from the examples of the primi- 
tive age of ‘our religion for the high dignity 
and extensive powers with which Bishops in 
these establishments are now clothed ? In the 
epistle to the Philippians, St Paul thus ad- 
dresses the united Christian community— 
* To all the saints at Philippi, with the Bish- 
opsand Deacons.” Similar modes of address: 
may be noted in other epistles. The distinc- 
tion between the three classes here mention- 
ed, we well know ; their several characters 
are in the New Testament clearlv described, 
aud their respective duties are fully explain- 
ed. - No Church was left destitute of a Bish- 
op; and in some; several were appointed. - 
The assembly of Christians, the apostle ad- 
dressed in the following manner—‘* We be- 
seech you,: bretbren, ‘to know them which : 
laboramong you, and are over you in the 
Lord, and admonish you ; and to esteem them : 
very highle i in love for their work’s sake.” 

Deacons, in the primitive age, were not: 
‘considered as an order of the priesthood.— « 





They aided the pastor in some of his official 
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services : inthe exercises of public worship, 
they distriouted the elements to communi 
cants, and provided the materials for bap 
ism ; but their general business was secular, 
and to them was commilted the management 
of the prudential concerns of the Church. 
The apostles fully explain the office of the 
minister ofa particular Church: they clearly 
defiie his duty, and solemnly admonish him 
to its faithful execution. [n the sacred wri- 
tings, the distinct offices of Elders and Bish 
ops are not described ; nor do we find direc- 


tions which apply exclusively to an higher) 


order of priests. Ifan higher order was ap- 
pointed by the apostles, how shall we account 
tor the neglect ? Take, for example, a Bish- 
up, as this ecclesiastical officer is acknowl- 
edged inthe Church of England. In him 
the right of ordination is exclusively vested : 
he has the oversight of all the clergy of his 
diocese; and his jurisdiction is exercised 
over the whole number of Churches which 
compose it. There is not, | am satisfied, a 

assage in the New Testament which de- 
scribes this office, nor one direction respect- 
ing the exccution of its duties. To the pro- 


priety of this remark, you, my Christian 
bicthren, i believe. will assent, when you at- 
tend to the primitive government of the 


Christian Church. 
An account of this will be given in our 


next. 
—s2+o— 


FROM ROBERT ROBINSON’S VILLAGE SERMONS. 


Beware, lest any man spoil you through philosophy 
and vain deceit ; after the tradition of men, after 
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ: for 
in him dwelleth all the fullness of the Godhead bod- 
ily. Colossians:ii. 8, 9. 

Iris not only the doctrine of Christianity 
that is hurt by philosophy ; the spirit of it is 
exceedingly injared. The temper and spirit 
of Jesus was modest, mild, peaceable, full of 
mercy and good fruits. The gospel is of the 
same disposition, and where it is considered 
as a train of events to be applied to use, it 
never fails to produce the same just and gen- 
tle dispositions, When it becomes a science 
it becomes disputations, haughty, sour, and 
full of mischief. Whence came persecution, 
with all its infernal train? It was from this 
spirit. The disputes, which have affected 
‘the peace of the whole Christian world, have 
not been about the Lord’s prayer, the ten 
commandments, and the sermon on the 
mount ; but about curious and knotty ques- 


both sides, and are therefore jike to make 
work for contentious men to the end of the 
world. Whence is it, that we do not know 
whether we ought to love a fellow creature, 
/much less whether we are bound to respect 
;him as a Christian, till we know how he un- 
derstands some old stale questions of the 
‘schools, which ougbt,to have been buried 
|with the first inventors of them? The ques- 
tions are harmless enough in themselves, for 
in general it does not signify much to prac 
tice, which side we take. They are harm- 
less enough in some people, whose good 
sense and sweet temper, and great piety, 
correct all their actions, and make every 
thing they say, and do, agreeable and edify- 
ing; but they play the mischief in enskeliul 
or designing hands, 


We have run through. a brief explication, 
and now we will subjoin two cautions, and so 
conclude with the use of the doctrine. 
no one imagine, in the first place, that there 
is any thing in Christianity, which will not 
bear the strictest scrutiny. We say that of 
every part of the Christian religion, which 
we iffirm of every flower in the universe.— 
There is not one, that doth not contain a 
whoie volume of information : but we con- 
tend, that in regard to you, in this parish, 
neither the rose nor the water lily, nor any 
other flower in the world, is the subject of 
your chief attention ; it is safiron, and saffron 
alone, that you are called by Providence to 
study.* Thus we say the business of you 
poor people in this parish is with the bible, 
and as your time and circumstances will allow 
you to read but one book, the bible is- the 
book in the world the best fitted for you.— 
As we said concerning the one flower, which 
makes the business and the wealth of some 
of you, so we say of the bible: you should 
attend to the facts, and know the ases,.and let 
questions about natures alone. I call this a 
perfect religion for you, and I verily believe 
you cannot mistake the uses of the various 
parts of the bible. What is the use of a 
book? I ask the little girls. Were T to put 
one into your hands, you would directly | 
open and read it, that is, you would apply it | 
to that use for which I gave it you. Should 
you finda prayer in it composed by Jesus 





*This sermon was preached to a collection of peo- 
pie, whose occupation was raising saffron. Robin- 
son’s peculiar excellence, as a preacher, was his abil- 
ity toadapt himself to his audience. He drew his 
illustrations from things, with which they were fa 





tions, which have something plausibie on 


‘miliar, 
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' rest. 
‘interrupted by wants, or bounded by time, or 


‘our minds, after: we have once 


ot 
4. 











Christ, beginning our Father, who art ix 
heaven, you would know that this was intend- 


ed to be spoken upon the kuees to Almighty 


God. Should you tind a passage where God 
calls bimselfa shepherd, and men the sheep 
of bis pasture; you would directly know the 


)uee of this, that it was intended to engage 


you cheerfully to trust yourself and your 
children, the lambs of the flock, to the con- 
duct of his wise providence: and so of the 
In the next life, where we shall not be 


blinded by sin, we shall see to the bottom of 


| every thing, aad feast our souls with the sight: 
\there you will become philosophers without 


any danger of error: but here, where time is 
short, Beware lest any man spoil you through 


philosophy and vain deceit. 
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BELIEVE AND DO. 
Tuat we should hold the truth purely, 


rmly, meekly, and practically, is a sectiment, 


in which all good Christians, both Trinitari- 
aps and Unitariaps, will cordially unite.— 
But it is of especial consequence, that we 


should hold it practicaLty, not allowing the 


articles of religious faith to lie dormant in 
received 
them, or to float before our farcies as sub- 
jects of amusing speculation, but applying 
ihem daily and hourly to the improvement of 
our hearts and the regulation of our conduct. 
Jt is only, when thus applied, that Truth has 


lany value ; nay, it is only when thus applied, 


hat we can Aodd truth at all. For however 
firm may be our belief, and however liveiy 
our conceptions, when we come fresh frem 
ibe contemplation of any religious. subject, 
et, if we do not combine our knowledge with 
abitual practice. the impression upon the 
nderstanding will become fainter aod fain- 
er, until at last it willappear more fleeting 
nd unsebstantial than a passing meteor. If 
herefore Unitarians maintain, as one of their 
listinguishing principles, that the Father is 


the only proper object of religious worship, 
det them be careful, that they devoutly wor- 


hip the Father. If tbev believe, that one 
fthe principal objects of the mission of Je. 
us Christ was to deliver his admirable pre- 
epts of morality, let them obey those pre 
epts ; that another great end of his coming 
vas to eget before mankind an example of 
erfect virtue, let them imitate that exam 











a\future state of retzibution, let them prepere 
for that state of retribution; that a good life 
is the condition, upon which alone God will 
grant pardon and acceptance and eternal 
vliss, let them dead a.good life. We well 
know, that a man may maintain these opin 
ions most strenuously, that he may talk loud- 
ly and reason learnedly about their trath and 
beautiful simplicity, about their immediate 
and necessary influence in cherishing love to 
God and love to man, and yet may neglect 
to examine whether they have produced 
these excellent fruits in his own heart, and, 
while he is laboring with unwearied zeal fo 
reform and enlighten others, may himself be- 
come a castaway. Yaies. 
—x . 
CurRistTianivy is a simple religion, intelli- 
gible in its doctrines, and plain in its requisi- 
tions, It speaks most reasonably to the un- 


| derstanding, and appeals most forcibly to the 


heart. Designed as it is for all, it is suited 
to the capacity and apprehension of all. If 
men have thought it intricate, it is because 
they have not been content with its simpli- 
city ; and if they have turned from its light, 
itis because they have loved the darkness 
better. And thas it happens that by far the 
greater part of the labor which is required 
from us is, not to explain Christianity, for it 
is sufficiently explicit, nor to recommend it, 
for it powerfully recommends itself, but to show 
how much that has been supposed to be Chris- 
lianity does not at all belong to it, and how mis- 
erably it has been misconstrued by its pro- 
fessed interpreters. The minds of men have 
been. so long accustomed to connect mystery 
and terror, and scheming, and planning, and 
darkness, with the very name of religion, that 
the great object to be attempted is to dissolve 
this connexion ; and when thatis done, every 
thing is done. Let usclear away the heaps 
of rubbish which are every where piled up in 
the way, and then the way itself will be straight 
and levelenough. Ifwe can only pull down 
the superstructures of wood, hay and stubble, 
which have been built on the edifice of Christ 
and his apostles, our work is atan end, for 
the edifice appears in all its beauty then, 
complete, and well proportioned. 
Unit. Miscel, 


+o 
“Tue true unity of Christians does not 
consist in the unity of opinion in the bond of 
ignvrance, nor unity of practice m the bond 


le; that the chief design of bis death and) of hypocrisy, but in the unity of the epirit in 


fesurrection was to establish (he doctrine of} 


the bond of peace.” 


































‘THE LIBERAL CHRISTIAN. 











—_ ~— ~-—- 








ON THE EXCUSES OF THE IRRELIGIOUS, 


Tue excuse which is most fre quently offer- 
ed by those who neglect religion iz, that time 
is wanted for the duties of it. ‘The calls of 
business, the press of occupation, the cares of 
life, will not suffer me, ‘says one, to give that 
‘time to the duties of piety, which otherwise | 
‘would gladly bestow. Say you this without 
-a blush? You have no time, then, for the es- 
pecial service of that great Being, whose 
goodness alone has crawn cut to its present 
length your cobweb thread of life; whose 
care alone has continued you in possession of 
that unseen property, which you call your 
time. You have no time then to devote to 
that great Being, on whose existence the ex- 
istence of the universe depends; a Being so 
great that if his attention could for an instant 
be diverted, you fall never again to rise ; if 
his promise should fail, your hopes, your ex- 
pectations vanish into air; if his power 
should be weakened, man, angel, nature 
perishes. 

But this excuse is founded on a most erro- 
‘neous conception of the nature of religion. 
‘It is supposed to be something, which inter- 
rupts business, which wastes time, and inter 
feres with all the pleasant and profitable pur- 
suits of life. {tis supposed to be something 
which must be practised apart from every 
‘thing else, a distinct profession, a peculiar 
occupation. The means of religion, medita 
tion, reading and prayer will, and ought, in- 
deed, to occupy distinct portions of our time. 
But religion itself demands not distinct hours. 
Religion will attend you not asa troublesome, 
but asa pleasant and useful companion in 
every proper place, and every temperate oc- 
cupation of life. It will follow you to the 
warebouse or to’ the office ; it will retreat 
with you to the country, it will dwell with 
you io town; it will cross the seas, or travel 
over mountains, or remain with you at home. 
Without ‘your consent, it will not desert you 
in prosperity, or forget you in acversity. li 
will grow up with you in youth, and grow old 
with you in age ; it will attend you with pe- 


‘culiar pleasure to the hovels of the peor, or 


the chamber of the sick; it will retire with 
you to your closet, and watch by your bed, 


or walk with you in yladsome union to the 


house of God ; it will follow you beyond tke 
confines of the world, and dwell with you in 
heaven for ever, asits native residence. 
Again, it is said, religion is dull, unsocial, 
wncharitable, enthusiasuc, a damper of hu- 





man joy, a morose imtreder upon human 
pleasure. Jf this be the character of religion 
it is suvely the verv reverse of what we 
should suppose it to be, and the reverse in- 
deed of wha: it ought to be. Perhaps, in your 
distorted vision, you have mistaken sobricty 
for dallness, equanimity for moroseness, disin- 
clination to bad company for aversion to so- 
ciety, abhorrence of vice for uncharitadleness, 
ang piety for enthusiasm. No doubt, af the 
table of boisterous intemperance, religion, if 
she were admitted as a guest, would wear a 
very dull countenance. In a revel of de- 
bauchery, and amidst tie brisk interchange of 
profanity and folly, religion might appear in- 
deed a dumb, unsocial intruder, ignorant of 
the ‘rhetoric of oaths and the ornaments of 
obscenity. These are scenes, it must be ac. 
knowledged, of what is falsely called pleas- 
ure, in which religion, if embodied and intro- 
duced, would be as unwelcome a guest, as 
the emblematic coffin, which the Kgyptians 
used to introduce in the midst of their enter. 


tainments. ~From such instances, however, | 


to aecuse religion of being unfriendly to the 
enjoyments of life, is as absurd as to inter- 
pret unfavorably the silence of a foreigner, 
who understands not a word of our language. 
But as long as intemperance is not pleasure, 


as long as profaneness, impurity or scandal is | 


not wit, as long as excess is not the perfection 
of mirth, as long as selfishness is not the sur- 
est enjovment, and as long as gratitude, love, 
reverence and resignation are not ‘supersti- 
tious affections, so long religion lays not an 
icy hand on the true joy3 of life. Without 
her all other pleasures become tasteless, and 
at last painful. To explain to you, indeed, 
how much she exalts, purifies and prolongs 
the pleasures of sense and imagination, and 
what peculiar sources of consolation, cheer- 
fulness and contentment she opens to herself, 
would lead us at present into too wide a 
range. Buckminster’s Sermons. 
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